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Lesson 2 

 ܙܰܘܥܳܐ
 

 ܒܪܺܝܟ ܨܰܦܪܳܐ 
  ܛܰܗܪܳܐܒܪܺܝܟ

 ܒܪܺܝܟ ܪܰܣܬܳܐ
 ܫܡܳܥ

 
What are these signs which you find above the letters? They represent vowels. 

There are two systems of vowels in Syriac namely the Dot System or East 

Syriac vowel system and the Greek System or the West Syriac vowel system. 

The vowels are placed above or below the letters. Look at the vowels given 

above the letters. 

 
 

 
 

ܝܡܳܧܐܳ    ܠܰܚܤܳܐ 
ܺ
 ܐ

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 ܦܢܽ ܘܳ          ܠܶܒܳܐ 

 
 
 



22 

 

West Syriac Vowel Signs 

 

     a A, B  ܰ  
    e F, G   ܶ  

   o H, Hm   ܳ  

    i C, Cu ܺ    

    u D, Du  ܽܢ  
 
East Syriac Vowel Signs and Letters 

  a (short) A  

  a (long) B

   e (short) F  

   e (long) G  

  i  C, Cu   

  u  D, Du  

  o  H, Hm  

 
 
   
 

ܣܰܨ      
ܶ
ܘܪܗܳܝ ܗܺܝ ܐ

ܢܽ
 ܐ
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Read the syllables 
 

 

 

 
     ܨܶ ܨܶܦ ܨܶܦܪ ܨܶܦܪܳܐ

 

 

 
 
 

 

ܝܳܬܐ            ܝܳ ܝܢܳ ܝܡܳܢܽ  ܝܡܳܢܽ ܦ ܝܡܳܢܽ ܦܳܐ      
ܺ
ܝܬ ܛܠ

ܺ
ܝ ܛܠ

ܺ
       ܛ ܛܠ

 
 

ܝ               ܚ ܚܢܽ  ܚܢܽ ܕ ܚܢܽ ܕܪ ܚܢܽ ܕܪܳܐ       
ܳ
ܝ ܐܶ  ܛ ܛܠܳ ܛܠ

ܳ
      ܛܠ
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Read the following words 

ܐܰܪܥܳܐ    ܒܰܝܳܬܐ

ܪܥܳܐ
ܰ
ܬ  ܝܡܳܢܽ ܦܳܐ

    ܥܰܝܧܐܳ
ܳ
ܰ ܤܡ

ܳ ܗܘܳ  ܚܰ ܘܳ 
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ܐ
ܳ
ܣܰܡܟܳܐ                    ܨܠܢܽ ܬ  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the following words 

ܒܰܝܳܬܐ ܘܳ       ܚܰ ܬܼ  

Here ܬ has two different pronunciation.  

 

 

 

 

 If all the letters in a word are vowelled, all except the last one is 
pronounced long. 

 eg:- Bt_m   ܐܰܒܳܐ Btemtlm  ܗܳܐ
ܳ
 ܐܰܰ

 If any one of the letters ܒܕܘܠ is prefixed to a word which begins 

with a vowelled ܐ the vowel sound goes to the prefix. 

 eg:- ܒܐܬܰܪܳܐ  

 Vowelless final ܗ is silent. 

Eg  ܣܰܡܟܶܗ 
 

 

The six letters  ܒܓܕ ܦ  have two different articulations: the hard called Kusaya 

indicated by a dot placed above the letters, and the soft, called Rukakha indicated by a 

dot below.  
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   A small line given below or above a letter shows that, the particular 

letter is not pronounced.  e.g.  ̄ܐܰܦ 

Note the following words 

     

 

 

 

   

 

ܨܶܦܦܶܐܐ݁  ܐ
ܶ ܟܳܬܒ 

What are the two horizontal dots placed above these words? They are called 

‘Syome’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

II.A.  Write two words each, which contain Kusaya and Rukakha  

  

II. B.  Apply all the vowels to the following letters. Follow the example. 
 

  ܢܽ   ܺ   ܶ   ܳ   ܰ  
 ܐ   ܓ ܕ ܗ ܘ ܙ ܚ ܛ ܝ

 ܟ ܠ ܡ ܢ ܣ ܥ ܦ ܨ ܩ ܪ ܫ ܬ

Syome (Ribui) are two horizontal dots (  ) placed above the words to denote the 

plural number:  as in ܐ ܶ ܫܤܳܗ  = names. When a word contains the letter ܪ, the dot 

over the ܪ usually is made to coalesce with one of the plural dots. Eg. ܪܺܝܬܶܐ 
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II. C.  Find out letters with the vowels        and   from the  

          following words 

ܝܳܐ ܺ ܝܗܰܘܳ   ܒܰܝܳܬܐܫܰܦܺܝܪܳܐ
ܺ
ܦܳܐ ܦܢܽ ܘܳ ܝܡܳܢܽ  ܠܺ  

 
II. D. See the picture and find the missing vowels: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
ܳ
ܐ                ܤܡ

ܳ
 ܨܠ ܬ

  

 
ܐܝܡܧܐܳ ܠܒܳܐ      

 
 

  ܝܡܳ ܦܐ   ܦ ܘܳ 
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II. E. Five pairs of words are given below. Only one in each pair is correct. 

         Choose the correct word. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Read the following 

ܐ
ܳ
ܐ  ܫܰܦܺܝܦܳܬ

ܳ
 ܫܰܦܺܝܪܳܐ  ܫܰܦܺܝܦܶܐ  ܫܰܦܺܝܪܬ

ܦܳܳ ܐ ܦܶܐ  ܝܡܳܢܽ ܦܳ ܐ  ܝܡܳܢܽ    ܝܡܳܢܽ ܦܳܐ  ܝܡܳܢܽ  
ܟܳܬܳܐ ܟܶܐ  ܣܰܡܟܳܬܐ  ܣܰܡ   ܣܰܡܟܳܐ  ܣܰܡ 

ܐ ܝܳܬܳ
 
ܝܳܬܐ  ܛܰܠ

ܺ
ܝ ܐܶ  ܛܠ

ܳ
  ܛܰܠܝܐܳ  ܛܠ

 

 

 

 

 

 and  ܘ  Generally the vowel - ܽ     is followed by the  letter܀

     vowel    - 
ܺ
 by  the letter   ܝ  

     Example  

ܚܢܽ ܒܳܐ  ܪܺܝܬܳܐ                           
܀  The exceptions are  

ܝܐܳ
ܺ
                           ܣܶܛܽܢܽ  ܟܽܢܽ ܠܺ

܀  In certain words the vowels  
ܶ
   and  - 

ܳ
 follow the letters  ܝ  and ܘ     

          respectively and in that case these letters are not pronounced 

     Example 

 ܨܶܝܕ  ܬܪܳܘܦܳ ܣ     


